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The Politics of Bipartisanship:
Clearing the Way for the New Economy

veryone understands that our

country is approaching a certain

political nodal line. What is the

process of political development?
First comes the objective foundation for
change, then the scattered spontaneous reac-
tion to this new emerging change, then
comes the discussion, debate, and consoli-
dation of ideas about that change, and out of
that comes an organized effort to adjust to
the new reality.

The economy develops on a more or less
spontaneous basis. Politics has to be con-
scious. It has to clear the path for the sponta-
neous development of the economy.

The drive toward "bipartisanship" today
is the political expression of something new
taking place in the economy. The ruling
class needs a political motion to clear the
lumber out of the way so it can move for-
ward. They are laying the foundations for a
new political movement that is based on the
interests of corporate power that is com-
pletely merged with the state.

The confusion we see in Congress and in
politics in general is an expression of the
changes that are taking place in the econo-
my, and the need for the political relations in
this country to be adjusted to the new situa-
tion.

OPENING DOOR TO NEXT STAGE

There is a good deal of fumbling around
about how to go about this. But in the midst
of all the confusion and opposition among
Democrats and Republicans and the com-
bined opposition from the right wing of both
parties, there are some who are seriously
trying to open the way for the new economy.

President Obama has been in the fore-
front of the call for bipartisanship. He is at-
tempting to establish bipartisan
commissions on everything from fiscal reg-
ulation to health care to jobs. Most recently,
Congress voted down his proposal for a bi-
partisan commission on deficit reduction,
but he has decided to move ahead with it
through executive order.

What is the meaning of these calls for bi-
partisanship? The American people didn't
vote for Republicans and Democrats. The
majority voted for a Democratic Party pro-
gram. Today, the insistence on governing
through bipartisanship is an expression of
the spontaneous striving and impulses for
the realignment of the political relations in

this country in order to open the doors for
the development of the economy.

This is being expressed politically as the
spontaneous merging of the center of the
Democratic Party and the center of the Re-
publican Party. In this process, the left and
right wings of those parties are drifting
away from them.

By constantly demanding the merging of
the center of the Republican and Democrat-
ic parties President Obama is leading this

over the U.S. political structure. Of course,
there have been impulses in this direction
before, but it has never been as open.

One of the most important things that has
happened in the Obama administration is
the Supreme Court ruling in Citizens United
v. Federal Election Commission Docket No.
08-205. That ruling allows corporations to
operate on the level of an individual citizen
in contributing to the makeup of the Con-
gress and the Presidency. It just so happens

The drive toward "bipartisanship" today
is the political expression of something new
taking place in the economy. The ruling class
is laying the foundations for a new political
movement that is based on the interests of
corporate power that is completely
merged with the state.

process of political realignment.

Under today's conditions, bipartisan
means a new idea. New ideas are scatterings
of the old and they are parts of the new. A
new idea or a new apparatus does not spring
afresh. It is part of the old and part of the
new, and it develops by step by step ridding
itself of the old. It is not as if something new
all of a sudden occurs. We understand that
qualitative development depends on the in-
troduction of something new, that some-
thing new is always rooted in something
old. It is a quantitative development of the
new within the old that creates the crisis that
allows for the sublation that creates what we
call the new.

Anything new begins with the destruc-
tion of the old forms. The Republican and
Democratic parties are not dying, but we are
seeing the actual formation of something
new in Congress. When people hear the
word bipartisan, they usually think of tem-
porary alliances over specific issues. That is
what the word has meant in the past. The bi-
partisan commissions that they are now at-
tempting to form are a relatively permanent
alliance between a sector of the Republican
Party and a sector of the Democratic Party.

These changes are to facilitate the thor-
ough open domination of corporate interests

that the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court
John G. Roberts is thoroughly conservative,
if not fascistic, and was positioned on the
Court during the Bush administration. Such
a situation does not simply happen. The sit-
uation evolved so that Bush could appoint
someone, who then under evolving condi-
tions, could open the way for a ruling that
provides the ruling class with a way to go
about furthering the merging of the corpora-
tions and the political structure of the U.S.
state in the interests of the capitalist class.
All branches of the government are in-
volved. We see it in the Congress, in the
Supreme Court, and in the way the Presi-
dency itself is forced to make these compro-
mises. But these compromises are essential
for the ruling class if they are going to open
the door to the next stage of the process.

POLITICAL RESISTANCE
IS INEVITABLE

Anytime there is forward motion, there is
resistance. We can see this throughout
American history. Every time there has been
a step forward in the consolidation of the
corporate control of the country, there has
been a rise, at least an attempted rise, of a
third party to counter that motion toward

corporate control. It happened after the Civ-
il War, it happened during the 1920s, it hap-
pened again in the 1930s, and it happened
again after WWII with Henry Wallace and
the Peoples' Progressive Party.

Parties don't come about because some-
body wants them. They come about as an
expression of changes in the economy and
society, and the formation of a new founda-
tion. First comes the need for something to
happen. Then there is a striving for it to hap-
pen. But it can't happen unless there is a po-
litical motion that makes it possible.

Today, resistance is coming from the
"right" and from the "left.” As the centers of
the two main parties increasingly merge,
there will be a left wing that develops out of
that merging that will take the form of a mo-
tion toward a third party. It will not be a
workers’ party, that is, a party that reflects
the class interests of the workers. It will be
one that attempts to restore things as they
were, to bring about the "good old days.” It
will not be talking about changing the pro-
ductive relations of the country.

But the third party is an absolutely indis-
pensable stage in the revolutionary process.
It will serve to further develop the con-
sciousness of the separate interests of the
masses of American people against those of
corporate interests. It is a necessary and in-
evitable step toward a workers' party and the
embryonic form of political class conscious-
ness it represents.

But first of all the mass of American peo-
ple have to become disillusioned with bour-
geois politics. Right now, the idea that
political parties represent all classes, that
there is a national interest that all classes
share together, is widely held among the
American people. A workers' party can
emerge only when the national interest be-
comes expressed as class interests, when the
well-being of America is absolutely ex-
pressed in the well-being of its working
people.

We are reaching a new stage of American
history. Never before have we witnessed
such an open naked move for corporate
power as is going on today. The process
must move through its stages, but the foun-
dation for a workers' party is beginning to
form. Revolutionaries must help to clear the
path.
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Political Struggle Requires Understanding
of Class and Strategy

he word “political” has different

meanings depending on circum-

stances. Most commonly, in a rep-

resentative democracy, it refers to
the political activity of elections and legis-
lation. It has also come to mean manipula-
tive or dishonest in both government and
personal relations. And some people say,
“everything is political,” which doesn’t tell
us much.

When revolutionaries speak of the strug-
gle for political power, they mean the strug-
gle of one class against another for control
of the economic and social life of a country.
Ever since humans organized themselves
into communities for agricultural produc-
tion, human society has been divided into
classes with a minority holding control over
the land, resources and means of production,
and exercising control over the rest of socie-
ty. Today’s capitalism is the culmination of
that process.

The struggle against the dominant class
has many stages and doesn’t become a po-
litical struggle until the working class un-
derstands itself as a class and its interests as
separate from the dominant class.

This class-consciousness doesn’t come
automatically and spontaneously through
the struggle itself but comes from the activ-

ity of revolutionaries. The process at this
time in this country is in its earliest stage. To
develop a strategy to bring the class to the
stage where it can wage a successful strug-
gle for political power, revolutionaries must
understand the process of social and politi-

in the system. These occur, often accompa-
nied by social and political turmoil, but
without threatening the system itself.
American history is full of examples: the
Presidency of Andrew Jackson (1829-1837)
and the establishment of the Democratic

The fight for what they need to survive will
more and more force the workers to confront the
question of who holds political power. A strategy

and an approach that politicizes and educates
from within the broad awakening to develop
consciousness of class is no longer a theoretical
issue, but a practical necessity.

cal change, and American history.

Classes are groups with common eco-
nomic interests that can act politically to
achieve changes beneficial to their interests.

During periods of stability, when the le-
gal and political system — governments and
the state — conforms to and supports eco-
nomic progress, legislative and electoral
politics allows for changes and adaptations
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Party, the “trust-busting” of President
Theodore Roosevelt (1901-1909), women’s
suffrage and the 19th Amendment (1920),
the New Deal of the 1930s, the passage of
the Wagner Act in 1935 and the legalization
of unions, the victories of the Civil Rights
Movement of the 1960s, and the “Reagan
Revolution” of the 1970s. These changes
were in line with capitalism’s need to adapt
and expand.

HISTORICAL TURNING POINTS

At certain junctures of history, funda-
mental changes in the economy occur. Old
classes are destroyed, new classes form, and
the old order is unable to accommodate new
realities. These transformations occur
throughout history, such as, the transition
from agriculture to industrial production
with its political expressions in the Glorious
Revolution in 1688 and the establishment of
parliament in England, the American and
French revolutions in the late 18th century,
and the American Civil War of the 1860s.
We are in such a period of transition and
transformation now, from industrial produc-
tion to electronic production.

In such periods, a new way of organizing
society, a new system of power relations is
called for. The old system is unable to adjust
to the changes brought about by economic
progress. The new has yet to be constructed.
As the conflict plays out in the legal and po-
litical system and in society, these junctures
of history are periods of profound instabili-
ty. All of society is drawn into political
struggle, the struggle over which class is go-
ing to hold power and organize society in its
interests.

The political struggle to determine which
class will hold power to organize society is
only possible in such times of transition.

The struggle develops over how to solve the
practical concrete problems of society. Tax-
ation and representation were the focus in
the period of the American Revolution.
Slavery and all its economic and social con-
sequences tore American society apart dur-
ing the Civil War period. Today, the basic
questions of survival — jobs, food, shelter,
health care and education — are being debat-
ed across the country and drawing people
into struggle.

EARLY STAGE OF STRUGGLE

The deepening economic crisis is forcing
the ruling class to demand that the govern-
ment nationalize some aspects of the econo-
my in order to protect its profits and the
system of private property itself. The differ-
ent economic interests of different classes
and strata are becoming clearer as those in
power act to protect their interests at the ex-
pense of the rest. Because capitalism will
not provide for a working class it no longer
needs, nationalization in the interest of the
working class with the government taking
over and providing for basic human needs —
jobs, schools, housing, health care — is be-
coming a question of survival for ever larg-
er sectors of society. It is on this battlefield
that the class will be formed politically —
with consciousness and capacity to fight in
its own class interests.

Tens of thousands are beginning to grasp
that the capitalist system itself is the prob-
lem. While the objectivity of where history
is going sets the stage, most people don’t yet
understand how the battle lines are being
drawn or see their interests as class interests.

The ruling class attempts to turn one sec-
tion of the working class against another by
advancing the vain hope that the lot of the
dispossessed may improve as the capitalists
continue to plunder. The reality of falling
wages, rising unemployment, state and local
fiscal crises, and the end of stable jobs
thwarts any strategy of trying to win conces-
sions and gain some measure of justice, or a
little less suffering, from a collapsing sys-
tem.

The fight for what they need to survive
will more and more force the workers to
confront the question of who holds political
power. They cannot recognize, act on, or de-
velop strategy and tactics without the con-
sciousness of their own class interests, and
the need for a political solution to the prob-
lems they face. A strategy and an approach
that politicizes and educates from within
this broad awakening to develop conscious-
ness of class is no longer a theoretical issue,
but a practical necessity.
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